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Uncle Sam’s Greatest
By JOHN H. RAFTERY
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It was necessary for the agricultural and mantime
development of the West that the Mississippi should be
open for pavigation.  The Spanish garnson at New
Orleans was exwung, arbitrary, hostile.  As a matter
of fact, France., having ceded her western empare to
Spain by published treaty. reacuired it by a secret
compact —the treaty of San ldefonso—but the world
knew as little of this wily move of the first French
consul as did the trappers. missionanes and adven-
turers who then made up the caucastan population of
the firther west. Thomas Jefferson and his cabinet,
having recondite knowledge of France's real owner-
ship of the Lousiana termtory, instructed Minister
Livingston, and sent James Monroe to Parnis, to begin
negotistions for the purchase of the island and city
of New Orleans

The dreams of John Law may have had something to
do with France's reacquired possession of the western
wilds: the bursting of the ** Mississippi Bubble ™
have influenced its final sale. Contemporaries of the
great Corsican have never been quite sure as to whether
he sold the Lowsiana termtory to the United States
because he needed the money for the equipment of his
armies, or becatse be wished to establish in the western
hemsphere a worthy, mughty and perpetual nival of
his arch enemy, England. It 1 a matter of established
history, however. that from Napoleon himself came
the first sugpestion to the Amencan commissioners
that instead of buying only the island and city of New
(Orleans they should buy the whole of that one milhon
siquare miles of wilderness, as vet unexplored. which
would give command of not only muddle-continent
navigation, but of a vast region whose possibihities
were unguessed and whose acreage was uncharted

However, when Thomas Jefferson first displaved an
intention of considering France's offer to cede the
temitory for a consideration of fifteen million dollars,
about three and a half millions of which was 1o offset
the old spoilation claims, the president’s political
opponents begun to ridicule his policy. They spoke

may

Missouri State Building With Mural Decorations
by F. Luis Mora

with scorn of * Jefferson's Farvland,” and discussed
with trepidation the enormousness of the prce.

It 15 an mteresting reflection now to know that the
city of St. Louis alone payvs annually into the internal
revenues of the United States moere than fifteen million
dollars—more than the total sum paid for that million
sijuare miles of land which is now admitted o be
agriculturally and mmerally, the richest area of its
acreage and suze in all the world, Colorado alone, in
gold and precious metals. vields annually more than
the total cost of the Louistana territory, and the
cereal and cattle wealth of a few counties in Kansas
would now pav the whole Wl that Jefferson con-
tracted with France for the doubling of the colonial
area of the United States in 1803

St. Louis s now beginning a seven-month celebra-
tion of the cession of the Loussiana purchase from
France to the Umted States As a matter of bald
recond, the settlement of St. Louis, though accom-
plished principally by French missionaries and French
trappers. was effected under Spanish rule, and within
the whole ;-('rl-ul of France's reacdusition of the
region the French flag never waved above that outpost,
and the settlers there believed themselves to be sub-
jects of Spain.  Flonissant, cighteen miles northwest

of St. Louis, a hillencinctured village which vet
stands in the suburbs of the Missouri metropolis, was
a considerable town when Pierre Laclede built the

first log house in the “Future Great.” Ruins of old
Spanish fortresses vet remain, and some of the old. vine-
clad home f butlt upon the founda-
twoms and of the homes of Spanish ad-
venturers of noble blood and 'awless deeds who we

hrst to choose homes m this most beautiful of o
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For but a single dav, in 1803, the French flag waved
upon the military juck-staff in St Louis, and it was
ruised and lowered for no better Hatia LT n to give

final effect to the passings of the termtorv from SIn;nn
to France and from Fras to the Umted States, for
the bref flutter of the tri-color was almast mmnediately
followed by the hotsting of the stars and “tripes

Andd vet it is not fair to denyv a French origin to St,
Lowms.  Indeed. the pioneer processes of the Spaniarnds
never won an envduring way into the wilderness. The
route of De Soto and his embattled paladins  from
Florida to the Mississippt was hathed in blood that

of the Fremeh was of another
quality. From the nvers of the
amd north came cross-beanng, peace-loving mis-
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aonaries, Jdauntless trappers who sought  commerce
]l who made forts into warchouses  and

trafhic instead of treachery To thew: Fremeh
sengers of truth amd trade & Ergely due
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although St. Lous was never actually a
tlement as faras government or natiomal guardiinship
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Bows, vet s ongin as a oty s French, and some of
the best hlood of old France vet courses in the veins
of its oldest families

In Pans, when the treaty had been consmmmeitend
Livingston sezed Monme by the bamd, saving W
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And ipeleon, regurding  them. answered “This
cession of terntory strengthons forever the power of

the Unmited States. 1
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Thus far the world has known no festival enterpnse
=0 madnificently disposed. so vast in area and in cost
so transcendently beantiful as was the Columb
exposition at Chicago eleven vears ago.  The
ity m Jackson park set a pace for all the world, o
observers of world-wiude exXpenenoe have sanf thar s
edqual would never be known

The Loumssiana purchase exposition s the Columbua
exposition multiplied by two,  To the St. Louis enter
prise has been brought all of the expenence of Phala
delphia, Chicago, Omaha, Charleston,  Butialo  ar
Paris, In size it s equal to all of those fimons ex
}H'?‘lli-nn:;. put tigether Its acreage i8 twice greater
than that of the Chicago world's fiar: its total cost =
now estimated at sixty million dollars, to which

whits
1

twenty-seven million dollars expended at the C
bian fair seems small by contrust The sums ppir

priated and expended by foreign nations aml states at
St. Lowuis are twice greater than were over outlayed at
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